










5.  Document IV:  Exerpt from Gov. Joseph Brown’s Open Letter
(Link to full document)

"First, is the election of Mr. Lincoln sufficient cause to justify the secession of the 
Southern States from the Union? In my opinion the election of Mr. Lincoln, 
viewed only in the light of the triumph of a successful candidate, is not sufficient 
cause for a dissolution of the Union. This, however, is a very contracted and 
narrow view of the question. Mr. Lincoln is a mere mote in the great political 
atmosphere of the country, which, as it floats, only shows the direction in which 
the wind blows. He is the mere representative of a fanatical abolition sentiment-- 
the mere instrument of a great triumphant political party, the principles of which 
are deadly hostile to the institution of Slavery, and openly at war with the 
fundamental doctrines of the Constitution of the United States. The rights of the 
South, and the institution of slavery, are not endangered by the triumph of Mr. 
Lincoln, the man; but they are in imminent danger from the triumph of the 
powerful party which he represents, and of the fanatical abolition sentiment which
brought him into power, as the candidate of the Northern section of the Union, 
over the united opposition of the Southern section against him.

The party embracing that sentiment, has constantly denied, and still denies, 
our equality in the Union, and our right to hold our slaves as property; and avows 
its purpose to take from us our property, so soon as it has the power. Its ability to 
elect Mr. Lincoln as its candidate, shows it now has the power to control the 
Executive branch of the Government. As the President, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, appoints the Judges of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, when vacancies occur, its control of the Executive power will, in a few 
years, give it the control of the Judicial Department; while the constant increase of
abolition sentiment, in the Northern States, now largely in the majority in 
Congress, together with the admission of other free States, will very soon, give it 
the power in the Legislative Department. The whole Government will then be in 
the hands of our enemies.

The election of Mr. Lincoln is the first great step in this programme. It is the
triumph of the Northern over the Southern section of the Union: of Northern 
fanaticism over Southern equality and Southern rights. While, therefore, the 
election of Mr. Lincoln, as a man, is no sufficient cause to justify secession, the 
triumph of the Northern section of the Union over the Southern section, upon a 
platform of avowed hostility to our rights, does, in my opinion, afford ample 
cause to justify the South in withdrawing from a confederacy where her equality, 
her honor, and the rights of her people, can no longer be protected."
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