


Document #1:  Howell Cobb to his wife, Mary Ann Cobb (Washington City,
May 10, 1846)

It is now settled that we are at war with Mexico, and on tomorrow the President is to 
send in to Congress a war message …
I confess I do not feel so warlike myself.  I prefer a foeman worthy of my steel.  
However I will do my duty in both cases honestly and fearlessly, and trust the result to 
God and my country.

Document #2:  Howell Cobb to a Committee of Citizens in Charleston, SC 
(November 4, 1848)

My attention having been called is your circular to the proceedings of your meeting, I 
have been induced to give it a somewhat critical examination.  Whilst I find in that paper
much to admire and approve, I must express my unfeigned regret that the able pen which
claims its authorship has failed to trace the history of the interesting questions which it 
discusses in many aspects in which it is our interest as well as our duty to consider it. 

No truth is more plainly written in the political history of our country than the one
which teaches us of the continued inroads which northern fanaticism has unceasingly 
attempted upon our peculiar institutions … a portion of northern people have waged a 
relentless warfare upon our rights, interests, and feelings … that it now demands our 
most serious consideration. 

In now setting upon the proper policy to be pursued by the South for the further 
maintenance of her just and constitutional rights we must institute a more scrutinizing 
inquiry into the political associations by which we are surrounded …

The course which the two political parties of the North have pursued towards the 
South is widely different, and it becomes us as well in reference to the duty we owe to 
ourselves as to others to mark that difference.  It may save us from a false step in an 
important and delicate duty, and in any contingency can be productive of no harm.

But we approach a practical test and one which bears upon the point of our 
investigation.  The North threatens to exclude us from the newly acquired territories of 
New Mexico and California by the enforcement of the Wilmot proviso.  How stand the 
parties at the North upon this issue?  Whilst a sufficient number of the Northern 
democrats both in the Senate and the House of Representatives have been found who in 
addition to the united Southern vote would defeat this measure so justly odious to us and
thereby save the South from this gross aggression upon her rights … Does this fact 
speak no language of interest to the South? ... Are friends and foes to be treated alike 
with indifferences and scorn?  Do we regard with the same feelings and emotions the 
men who have invoked all the powers of the General Government for our oppression 
and those who have with us declared that our peculiar institutions, whether in the states 
or territories cannot be reached by any legislative act of the United States government?



Document #3:  Howell Cobb to his wife, Mary Ann Cobb (Washington City, 
February 1, 1849)

My Dear Wife …
I see from the Savannah Republican that the whig papers have commenced their 

war upon me and I suppose that the democratic press will soon follow suit.  Well I am 
prepared for it … My own feelings are unaccountable to myself.  I am unable to account 
for my indifference on any other principle than the unlimited approval which my 
conscience gives to everything I have done … In the whigs, I have no confidence, from 
Genl. Taylor down to the lowest lackey of the crew, and as the democrats are now 
blindly following the erratic call of the madcap South Carolinian, God only knows what 
is to be the end of what we hardly yet see the beginning.

Document #4:  Howell Cobb to John B. Lamar (his wife’s brother) (Athens, GA, 
October 10, 1850)

… Since my return to Athens I have not been able to ascertain with any certainty the 
state of the public mind throughout my district.  I have only spoken so far in this and 
Jackson counties … Dougherty has taken the other side and is seeking to rally the whigs 
with him.  His calculation seemed to be that he could hold the Whigs together an carry 
off a sufficient portion of the democrats, to give him the control of the district, but he 
will be woefully disappointed.  I have no doubt that I could be reelected tomorrow by 
double the majority I have ever received in the dis[trict].

We shall have a most exciting and angry contest in the state, and in some sections 
a very doubtful one – though I entertain no doubt that we shall have a large majority of 
the convention …

Document #5:  A Scriptural Examination of the Institution of Slavery, written by 
Howell Cobb (1856)

It is impossible to conceive the amount of mischief abolitionism has done, and is seeking
to do … It invades the sanctuary of law, and strikes the balance from the hand of justice; 
it tramples upon the Constitution; it repudiates the Bible; it has rende[re]d asunder the 
church of the living God; it sports with everything hold and sacred; it commits murder; it
has progressed far in destroying the comity between the States; it now menaces the 
integrity of the Union itself!



Document #6:  Howell Cobb, Open Letter to the People of Georgia (December 6, 
1860)

… Fellow citizens of Georgia I have endeavored to place before you the facts of the 
case, in plain and unimpassioned language; and I should feel that I had done injustice to 
my own convictions, and been unfaithful to you, if I did not in conclusion warn you 
against the danger of delay and impress upon you the hopelessness of any remedy for 
these evils short of secession.  You have to deal with a shrewd, heartless and 
unscrupulous enemy, who in their extremity may promise anything, but in the end will 
do nothing.  On the 4th day of March, 1861 the Federal Government will pass into the 
hands of the Abolitionists.  It will then cease to have the slightest claim upon either your 
confidence or your loyalty; and in my honest judgment, each hour that Georgia remains 
thereafter a member of the Union will be an hour of degradation, to be followed by 
certain and speedy ruin.  I entertain no doubt either of your right or duty to secede from 
the Union.  Arouse, then, all your manhood for the great work before you, and be 
prepared on that day to announce an maintain your independence out of the Union, for 
you will never again have equality and justice in it.  Identified with you in heart, and 
interest, I return to share in whatever destiny the future has in store for our State and 
ourselves.

Document #7:  Howell Cobb to his wife, Mary Ann Cobb (Washington City, 
December 10, 1860)

My Dear Wife,
As you have already learned through the telegraph, I have resigned my office and 

am again a private citizen.  The President and myself part in the most friendly spirit.  We
both see and feel the necessity and both regret it should be so…

Document #8:  Howell Cobb to his wife, Mary Ann Cobb (Montgomery, AL, 
February 5, 1861)

My Dear Wife,
… From all I hear there is a general disposition to make me president of the 

convention.  It is thought that my taking that position will exclude me from the 
Presidency of the Confederacy and some of my friends doubted on that account the 
policy of my taking it.  In this I differed from them and have determined to follow my 
own judgment.  The truth is that the Presidency of the Confederacy is an office I cannot 
seek and shall feel no disappointment in not getting.


