


1.  Excerpt of Thomas R.R. Cobb’s Georgia Pro-Secession Debate Speech

“Ours is a republican Government, based upon the democratic principle that the 
majority have a right to rule.  That is an anomalous Government in history of 
philosophy, which provides for or allows the permanent administration of its 
powers in the hands of a popular minority.  Surely such is not ours.  Yet is true that
counting the unanimous votes of the Southern States and the large minorities in 
the North against the Black Republicans, a majority amounting to perhaps a 
million or more votes, have declared against Abraham Lincoln for the next 
Presidency.”

"As much as I would dislike the triumph of a purely sectional candidate 
upon a purely sectional platform, I am free to say I should hesitate even then to 
risk the consequences of a dissolution, provided that sectional platform was upon 
issues not vital in themselves, or were temporary in their nature.  Such would I 
conceive to be protective tariffs and homestead bills—the acquisition of territory
—peace or war with foreign powers.  And if the election of Lincoln, 
unconstitutional thought it may be, was upon a temporary issue or a question not 
vital in importance, I should hesitate to declare it grounds for Disunion.  But my 
countrymen, I cannot so view the triumph of Black Republicanism.”

"Even in this election, have not the Southern parties offered candidates on 
every shade of opinion, to this Northern horde, and have they not all been rejected
with score?  Did not Bell and Douglass and Breckenridge, on or the other, agree 
with them on every question except Slavery?  Why were they rejected?  Herculean
efforts have been made.  Argument and eloquence have been offered lavishly and 
money almost as lavishly, to bid off and buy up his motley crew.  Scorn, 
contempt, insolence and contumely have been the only answer we have received.”



2.  Jefferson Davis, Excerpts from his pro-union speech given in Boston
around 1850 (Davis was from Mississippi)

"... [Y]ou see agitation, tending slowly and steadily to that separation of the states,
which, if you [Notherners] have any hope connected with the liberty of 
mankind ... if you have any sacred regard for the obligation which the acts of your
fathers entailed upon you,--by each and all of these motives you are prompted to 
united an earnest effort to promote the success of that great experiment which 
your fathers left it to you to conclude."

"Your [referring to Northerners] prosperity is to receive [Southern] staple 
and to manufacture it, and [Southerners] to sell it to you and buy the manufactured
goods. This is an interweaving of interests, which makes us all the richer and all 
the happier."



3.  Excerpts from Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners
and the Causes of the Civil War (Charlottesville and London: University 
of Virginia Press, 2001) by Charles B. Dew

This is an excerpt from the speech Secession Commissioner Fulton Anderson of 
Mississippi gave at the convention in Virginia:

The Lincoln administration aimed at nothing less than "the ultimate 
extinction of slavery, and the degradation of the Southern people" ... The men and 
women of the South would "become a degraded and a subject class," forced "to 
bend our necks to the yoke which a false fanaticism had prepared for them."
They hold Southerners in contempt, [Anderson] insisted; they believed "that we 
are a race inferior to them in morality and civilization," and they were committed 
to "a holy crusade for our benefit in seeking the destruction of that institution 
which … lies at the very foundation of our social and political fabric." The only 
salvation for the South lay [...], in placing our institutions beyond the reach of 
further hostility." (p. 62-63)

This is an excerpt from the speech Secession Commissioner Henry Lewis Benning
gave to the Virginia delegates after being elected to the Georgia Convention:

"By the time the North shall have attained the power, the black race will be 
in a large majority, and then we will have black governors, black legislatures, 
black juries, black everything ... Is it to be supposed that the white race will stand 
that? ... It is not a supposable case."

... War would "break out everywhere like hidden fire from the earth" ... and 
"a standing army" from the North as well as thousands of Northern "volunteers and 

Wide-Awakes" ... would decend upon the South to assist the slaves engaged in 
mortal combat with their masters. ...

"We will be overpowered and our men will be compelled to wander like 
vagabonds all over the earth … and as for our women, the horrors of their state we
cannot contemplate in imagination.” This, then, was "the fate which Abolition will
bring upon the white race … We will be completely exterminated … and the land 
will be left in the possession of the blacks, and then it will go back to a wilderness
and become another Africa or St. Domingo." (p. 66-67)



This is an excerpt from the speech Secession Commissioner John Smith Preston 
of South Carolina (born in Virginia) gave at the convention in Virginia:

"For fully thirty years or more, the people of the Northern States have 
assailed the institution of African slavery" ... During these three decades "large 
masses of their people" embraced "the most fearful" path to emancipation: "the 
subject race ... rising and murdering their masters." ... John Brown and his 
followers had brazenly "proclaimed the intention of abolishing slavery by the 
annihilation of the slaveholders." There could be no doubt, [Preston] continued, 
"that the conflict between slavery and non-slavery is a conflict for life and death." 
Preston interpreted Lincoln's election as a "decree" of "annihilation" for the white 
people of the South. South Carolina had a God-given right to protect itself against 
the "mad rage of fanaticism," and it had done so. (p. 70)

This is an excerpt from a letter of Commissioner Stephen Fowler Hale of Alabama
to Governor Beriah Magoffin of Kentucky, Dec. 27, 1860:

"... African slavery has not only become one of the fixed domestic 
institutions of the Southern States, but forms an important element of their 
political power, and constitutes the most valuable species of their property … It is 
upon this gigantic interest, this peculiar institution of the South, that the Northern 
States and their people have been waging an unrelenting and fanatical war for the 
last quarter of a century; an institution with which is bound up not only the wealth
and prosperity of the Southern people, but their very existence as a political 
community. This war has been waged in every way that human ingenuity, urged 
on by fanaticism, could suggest. They attack us through  their literature, in their 
schools, from the hustings, in their legislative halls, through the public press, and 
even their courts of justice forget the purity of their judicial ermine to strike down 
the rights of the Southern slave-holder and override every barrier which the 
Constitution has erected for his protection, and the sacred desk is desecrated to 
this unholy crusade against our lives, our property, and the constitutional rights 
guaranteed to us by the compact of our fathers." (p. 92-93)



4.  Secondary Source:  "Secession! The story of Georgia's Secession from the United 
States, 1861" article from AboutNorthGeorgia.com

The state of Georgia was deeply divided on the issue of secession. In 1860, Georgia is the second 
largest state east of the Mississippi, has the best rail system in the deep South and is centrally 
located. As the legislature meets in Milledgeville in November, the rise of an independent South 
hinges on Georgia voting for secession. The legislature votes to authorize a convention by 
statewide vote on January 2, 1861.

Voting for politicians who are either in favor of "immediate secession" or "co-operationist," the 
people of Georgia go to the polls across the state. In north Georgia the areas near larger cities are 
for immediate secession. Floyd County, the area around Rome, voted 3 to 2 in favor of secession. 
Clarke County, the area around Athens, votes 3 to 1 in favor of secession. However, Murray 
County was more typical of north Georgia. They vote 3 to 1 in favor of the co-operationist 
candidate. White Countyvoted 320 to 48 for the co-operationist, and in Dade County, which 
seceded from the state when Georgia seceded from the Union, the vote was 346 to 42 against 
secession.

Until the 1970's the vote for secession had been listed as 50,243 in favor of secession to 37,123 
against. In 1972 the Georgia Historical Society attempted to recreate the vote because of 
abnormalities that had been noticed in some counties. For example, Forsyth County and Cobb 
Countyshowed a higher vote count than for the hotly contested presidential elections two months 
previous, an unlikely scenario.

Using contemporary sources, mostly local newspapers, the society concluded that the margin 
for the vote was razor-thin, and it was a vote against secession. The final vote on January_2, 1861 
was 42,744 in favor of co-operation and 41,717 in favor of immediate secession.

On January 16, 1861, delegates poured into Milledgeville to attend the so-called "Secession 
Convention". To say the outcome of the meeting is in doubt is an understatement. Many, if not 
most, thought Georgia would stay in the Union. Alexander Stephens, who later becomes vice-
president of the Confederacy under Jefferson Davis, leads the pro-union movement. Stephens 
speaks eloquently in favor of the Union.

This step (the secession of Georgia,) once taken can never be recalled; and all the
baleful and withering consequences that must follow will rest on the Convention for
all coming time. When we and our posterity shall see our lovely South desolated by
the demon of war which this act of yours will inevitably invite and call forth; when

our green fields of waving harvests shall be trodden down by the murderous soldiery
and fiery car of war sweeping over our land; our temples of justice laid in ashes;

all the horrors and desolation of war upon us--who but this Convention will be held
responsible for it?

The secessionists are led by former governor and Speaker of the House Howell Cobb, who four 
years prior had been pro-Union. Cobb's longtime rival, Judge Henry Benning, speaks eloquently in 
favor of secession.

In spite of the popular vote outcome, the elected delegates cast two votes, a "test" vote on 
January 18, and a secession vote on January 19. Both votes are strongly pro-secession. What began 
a month earlier, with South Carolina seceding on December 20, 1860 was now complete. The Deep
South is united in the fight against the North. Now attention turns towards Virginia. 

http://www.aboutnorthgeorgia.com/ang/Secession!


5.  Abraham Lincoln, Anti-Secession excerpts from his First Inaugural 
Address, 1861

“If a minority, in such case, will secede rather than acquiesce, they make a 
precedent which, in turn, will divide and ruin them; for a minority of their own 
will secede from them whenever a majority refuses to be controlled by such 
minority. For instance, why may not any portion of a new confederacy, a year or 
two hence, arbitrarily secede again, precisely as portions of the present Union now
claim to secede from it? All who cherish disunion sentiments are now being 
educated to the exact temper of doing this.”

Plainly, the central idea of secession is the essence of anarchy. A majority, 
held in restraint by constitutional checks and limitations, and always changing 
easily with deliberate changes of popular opinions and sentiments, is the only true 
sovereign of a free people. Whoever rejects it, does, of necessity, fly to anarchy or
to despotism. Unanimity is impossible; the rule of a minority, as a permanent 
arrangement, is wholly inadmissible; so that, rejecting the majority principle, 
anarchy or despotism in some form is all that is left.”



6.  Excerpts from newspapers representing differing Northern positions
(Link to all documents)

The Constitution makes no provision for secession. ... Constitutionally, there can 
be no such thing as secession of a State from the Union. But it does not follow 
that because a State cannot secede constitutionally, it is obliged under all 
circumstances to remain in the Union. ...If for any cause the Government … 
should become inimical to the rights and interests of the people, instead of 
affording protection to their persons and property, and securing the happiness and 
prosperity, to attain which it was established, it is the natural right of the people to
change the Government regardless of Constitutions. What then is the South to do?
Suffer the compact which brought them into the Union to be violated with 
impunity, and without means of redress; submit to incursions into their territory 
and trespass upon their property by northern abolitionists? … Who expects, who 
desires the South to submit to all this?

Dubuque Herald, 1860

No state can legally leave the Union. What is called "the right of secession" has no
existence. It means the right of revolution, which belongs to every people. … If 
the revolution succeeds, history justifies them; if they fail, it condemns them, even
while not condemning their motives of action. … If South Carolina should rebel,--
and secession is rebellion,--and if other states should join her, it would be the duty
of the general government to compel them to observe the law. …

Boston Daily Traveler, 1860

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=11&psid=3810


7.  Excerpts from the Anti-Slavery Liberty Party Platform (1844)
(Link to full document)

... Resolved, That the party ... will demand the absolute and unqualified divorce of
the General Government from slavery, and also the restoration of equality of 
rights, among men, in every State where the party exists, or may exist. 

Resolved, That the ... Party has not been organized for any temporary 
purpose by interested, politicians, but has arisen from among the people in 
consequence of a conviction, hourly gaining ground, that no other party in the 
country represents the true principles of American liberty, or the true spirit of the 
Constitution of the United States.

... Resolved, That it was understood in the times of the Declaration and the 
Constitution, that the existence of slavery in some of the States, was in derogation 
of the principles of American Liberty, and a deep stain upon the character of the 
country, and the implied faith of the States and the Nation was pledged, that 
slavery should never be extended beyond its then existing limits, but should be 
gradually, and yet, at no distant day, wholly abolished by State authority.

... Resolved, That the faith of the States and the Nation thus pledged, was 
most nobly redeemed by the voluntary Abolition of Slavery in several of the 
States, and by the adoption of the Ordinance of 1787, for the government of the 
Territory northwest of the river Ohio, then the only Territory in the United States, 
and consequently the only territory subject in this respect to the control of 
Congress by which Ordinance Slavery was forever excluded from the vast regions
which now compose the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and the 
Territory of Wisconsin, and an incapacity to bear up any other than freemen, was 
impressed on the soil itself.

Resolved, That the faith of the States and Nation thus pledged, has been 
shamefully violated by the omission on the part of many of the States, to take any 
measures whatever; for the Abolition of slavery within their respective limits; by 
the continuance of Slavery in the District of Columbia, and in the Territories of 
Louisiana and Florida; by the Legislation of Congress; by the protection afforded 
by national legislation and negotiation to slaveholding in American vessels, on the
high seas, employed in the coastwise Slave Traffic; and by the extension of 
slavery far beyond its original limits, by acts of Congress, admitting new Slave 
States into the Union. 

http://alexpeak.com/twr/libertyparty/1843/


… Resolved, That we recognize as sound, the doctrine maintained by 
slaveholding jurists, that slavery is against natural rights, and strictly local, and 
that its existence and continuance rests on no other support than State Legislation, 
and not on any authority of Congress. 

Resolved, That the General Government has, under the Constitution, no 
power to establish or continue Slavery anywhere, and therefore that all treaties 
and acts of Congress establishing, continuing or favoring Slavery in the District of
Columbia, in the Territory of Florida, or on the high seas, are unconstitutional, and
all attempts to hold men as property within the limits of exclusive national 
jurisdiction, ought to be prohibited by law. 

Resolved, That the provision of the Constitution of the United States, which
confers extraordinary political powers on the owners of slaves, and thereby 
constituting the two hundred and fifty thousand slaveholders in the Slave States, a 
privileged aristocracy; ... 

... Whereas, The third clause of the second section of the fourth article of 
the Constitution of the United States, when construed as providing for the 
surrender of a Fugitive Slave, does "rest upon such a basis," in that it is a contract 
to rob a man of a natural right — namely, his natural right to his own liberty, and 
is, therefore, absolutely void. Therefore 

Resolved, That we hereby give it to be distinctly understood by this nation 
and the world, that, as abolitionists, considering that the strength of our cause lies 
in its righteousness, and our hope for it in our conformity to the laws of God, and 
our respect for the RIGHTS OF MAN, we owe it to the Sovereign Ruler of the 
universe, as a proof of our allegiance to him, in all our civil relations and offices, 
whether as private citizens or as public functionaries sworn to support the 
Constitution of the United States, to regard and to treat the third clause of the 
fourth article of that instrument, whenever applied to the case of a fugitive slave, 
as utterly null and void, and consequently as forming no part of the Constitution 
of the United States, whenever we are called upon or sworn to support it.



8.  Excerpts from John Fee's An Anti-Slavery Manual, or, The Wrongs of
American Slavery Exposed By the Light of the Bible and of Facts, with
A Remedy for the Evil (New York: William Harned, 1851)
(Link to full document)

Final Appeal

And now, respected reader, in conclusion, let me say, if you and I have been either
practical slaveholders, or simply non-slaveholders, but sustainers of the 
[unconstitutional] laws that help the slaveholder to do his work of oppression to 
man, and moral and political death to the nation, though it may cost us time, 
money, persecution and public commotion, let us do so no more. Let us 
"remember those in bonds as bound with them [Hebrews 13:3]," by breaking 
every yoke [Isaiah 58:6], and labor to induce our neighbors to do the same.

If, by faith in God and persevering effort, you succeed in removing this 
great evil, you will wipe out the darkest spot on your nation's escutcheon, and 
achieve the most glorious triumph written upon the scroll of time. The living will 
praise you; posterity will hail you as the benefactor of mankind; and best of all, 
Christ Jesus will hail you, at the judgment morn, with the plaudit, 

"Well done, thou good aod faithful servant;" " inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me [Matthew 25:40]:"

"enter thou into the joys of thy Lord [Matthew 25:21, 23]."

http://medicolegal.tripod.com/feeasm1851.htm


9.  Joshua Giddings, Excerpts on “The Slave Power Conspiracy” in the South,
Senate Speeches, 1841-1852, pp. 151-152. (Link to full document)

By the annexation of Texas, the slave States now have a majority in the Senate. 
They will continue to retain that majority, unless we add territory to our 
northwestern border. By the annexation of Texas, the protection of the free labor 
of the North has been surrendered to the control of the slave power; our 
constitutional rights, and the honor of our free States, are delivered over to the 
keeping of. slave-holders. Indeed, our people of the free States have been 
politically bound, hand and foot, and surrendered to the rule and government of a 
slave-holding oligarchy. This has been done by the party in power, under the 
declared policy of obtaining Texas and retaining the whole of Oregon. But having 
obtained Texas, a portion of the party now propose to give up a part of Oregon. 
Their plan is, to add territory to the South, and surrender up territory on the North,
to increase their power, to decrease ours; to enlarge the area of slavery, to 
diminish the area of freedom. But while, by their acts, they are saying these 
things, they appear to have suddenly conceived a sort of holy horror of sectional 
views, and of sectional feelings. Last year they openly avowed their anxiety for 
Texas, in order to increase their political power.

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=moa&cc=moa&sid=95e3f6e828e116b80d4cccd93c806bc1&view=text&rgn=main&idno=AAT1847.0001.001



