


1.  Excerpts from Gov. Joseph Brown’s Open Letter to Georgia, 1860 (Link to full document)

What effect will the abolition of slavery have upon the interest and social position of the large 
class of non-slaveholders and poor white laborers in the South? Here would be the scene of the 
most misery and ruin. Probably no one is so unjust as to say that it would be right to take from 
the slaveholder his property without paying for it. What would it cost to do this? There are, in 
round numbers, 4,500,000 slaves in the Southern States. They are worth, at a low estimate, 500 
dollars each. All will agree to this…..

They wish to take them from their owners without pay, and set them free, and let them 
remain among us. Many people at the North, say that negroes are our fit associates; that they 
shall be set free, and remain among us-- intermarrying with our children, and enjoying equal 
privileges with us. But suppose we were over the difficulty of paying the owners for the 
negroes, and they were taken from their masters without pay, and set free and left among us, 
(which is the ultimate aim of the Black Republicans,) what would be the effect upon our 
society? We should still have rich men and poor men. But few of slave owners have invested all 
they have in negroes. Take their negroes from them unjustly, and they will many of them still be
more wealthy than their neighbors. If all were left for a time with equal wealth, every person 
who has noticed man and society knows that, in a few years, some would grow rich and others 
poor…

A large proportion of them would spend their time in idleness and vice, and would live 
by stealing, robbing and plundering. Probably one fourth of the whole number would have to be
maintained in our penitentiary, prisons, and poor houses. Our people, poor and rich, must be 
taxed to pay the expenses of imprisoning and punishing them for crime…

The black man who lives on my land has as strong an arm, and as heavy muscles as you 
have, and can do as much labor. He works for me at that rate, you must work for the same price,
or I cannot employ you. The negro comes into competition with the white man and fixes the 
price of his labor, and he must take it or get no employment…

So soon as the slaves were at liberty, thousands of them would leave the cotton and rice 
fields in the lower parts of our State, and make their way to the healthier climate in the 
mountain region. We should have them plundering and stealing, robbing and killing, in all the 
lovely vallies of the mountains. This I can never consent to see...

They cannot be deceived in this way. They know that the government of our State 
protects their lives, their families and their property; and that every dollar the wealthy 
slaveholder has, may be taken by the government of the State, if need be, to protect the rights 
and liberties of all. One man, in a large neighborhood, has a mill…

It may be that I have no horse, and you have a horse; or that I have a cow, and you have 
no cow. In such case, if our rights of property are assailed by a common enemy, shall we not 
help each other? Or I have a wife and children, and a house, and another has neither wife and 
children, nor house. Will he, therefore, stand by and see my house burned and my wife and 
children butchered, because he has none? The slaveholder has honestly invested the money, 
which it has cost him years of toil to make, in slaves, which are guaranteed to him by the laws 
of our State. The common enemy of the South seeks to take the property from him. Shall all 
who do not own slaves, stand by and permit it to be done? If so, they have no right to call on the
slaveholder, by taxation, or otherwise, to help protect their property or their liberties. Such a 
doctrine is monstrous; and he who would advocate it, deserves to be rode upon the sharpest 
edge of one of Lincoln's rails. The doctrine strikes at the very foundation of society, and if 
carried out, would destroy all property, and all protection to life, liberty and happiness.

http://www.civilwarcauses.org/jbrown.htm


2.  Excerpts from Thomas R.R. Cobb’s An Inquiry into the Law of Negro 
Slavery in the United States of America, 1858 (Link to full document)

… The bondage of the first expired on the seventh year; unless the servant “shall 
plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children. I will not go out free.' 
Then his master shall bring him unto the judges ; he shall also bring him unto the 
door or doorpost ; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he 
shall serve him forever."^ Thus the Hebrew servant became one of the other class, 
whose bondage was perpetual.' On the seventh year, the Hebrew servant, when he 
went free, took with him his wife, if she came with him. But if his master had 
given him a wife, she and her children …

Slaves cannot be valuable where free labor demands only about four cents 
per day for wages; and, hence, we are not astonished to find the prices of slaves 
varying …

Their moral character renders them happy, peaceful, contented, and cheerful
in a status that would break the spirit ...
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