
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Resistance	
  and	
  Political	
  Control	
  During	
  	
  
Reconstruction	
  in	
  Georgia:	
  

A	
  Document-­‐Analysis	
  Exercise,	
  PART	
  2	
  
	
  
	
  

A	
  Three-­‐Lesson-­‐Plan	
  Sequence	
  for	
  8th	
  Graders	
  
by	
  

Pierre	
  Oulevy,	
  Gil	
  Wilson,	
  Tonya	
  Ward,	
  and	
  Kiondre	
  Dunnam	
  
Hilsman	
  Middle	
  School	
  

Clarke	
  County	
  Public	
  schools	
  
Athens,	
  Georgia	
  

	
  
Note	
  to	
  Teachers:	
  	
  This	
  is	
  PART	
  2	
  of	
  a	
  three-­‐lesson	
  sequence	
  dealing	
  generally	
  with	
  
Reconstruction	
  in	
  Georgia	
  following	
  the	
  Civil	
  War.	
  	
  The	
  sequence	
  follows	
  the	
  pattern	
  
established	
  in	
  the	
  Suggested	
  Lesson	
  format	
  in	
  PART	
  1.	
  	
  Please	
  download	
  that	
  PDF	
  
for	
  more	
  information	
  about	
  lesson	
  goals	
  and	
  connections	
  to	
  Georgia	
  Social	
  Studies	
  
Standards	
  and	
  Advanced	
  Placement-­‐type	
  document	
  analyses	
  addressed	
  by	
  the	
  
lessons.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Lesson	
  2	
  
	
  

Document	
  #4	
  
	
  
Excerpt	
  from:	
  Report	
  of	
  the	
  Joint	
  Select	
  Committee	
  to	
  Inquire	
  into	
  the	
  
Condition	
  of	
  Affairs	
  in	
  the	
  Late	
  Insurrectionary	
  States.	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  13-­‐volume	
  
collection	
  of	
  reports	
  and	
  testimonies	
  from	
  a	
  Congressional	
  committee	
  that	
  
investigated	
  the	
  Ku	
  Klux	
  Klan	
  and	
  other	
  insurrectionary	
  movements	
  in	
  the	
  former	
  
Confederacy	
  after	
  the	
  close	
  of	
  the	
  Civil	
  War.	
  The	
  committee	
  made	
  their	
  report	
  in	
  
1872.	
  See	
  p.	
  610.	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
Background	
  Question	
  
	
  
Who	
  is	
  Thomas	
  Allen?	
  (click	
  on	
  the	
  two	
  links	
  below	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  question)	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
http://www.atlantaintownpaper.com/features/INCaseWondering.php	
  
https://atlantamonumentsfreshmancompblog.wordpress.com/2012/11/27/expell
ed-­‐because-­‐of-­‐color-­‐monument-­‐at-­‐the-­‐georgia-­‐state-­‐capitol/	
  
	
  
Document	
  Analysis	
  Questions	
  
	
  
Who	
  is	
  the	
  message	
  from?	
  __________________________________________________________________	
  
What	
  is	
  the	
  message	
  telling	
  Thomas	
  Allen	
  to	
  do?	
  	
  ________________________________________	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
What	
  is	
  the	
  objective	
  of	
  this	
  message?	
  _____________________________________________________	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
Do	
  you	
  think	
  the	
  objective	
  will	
  be	
  met?	
  Explain	
  why	
  or	
  why	
  not.	
  	
  ______________________	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
   	
  



Document	
  #5	
  
	
  
Thomas	
  Allen	
  was	
  then	
  asked	
  to	
  testify	
  before	
  the	
  committee.	
  	
  This	
  below	
  is	
  his	
  
Congressional	
  testimony	
  (from	
  p.	
  607).	
  	
  The	
  Chairman	
  of	
  the	
  Committee	
  begins	
  and	
  
then	
  continues	
  to	
  question	
  Mr.	
  Allen,	
  followed	
  by	
  Mr.	
  Allen’s	
  response.	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
Document	
  Analysis	
  Questions	
  
	
  
Why	
  are	
  African-­‐Americans	
  going	
  to	
  the	
  city?	
  ____________________________________________	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
What	
  happened	
  to	
  Abram	
  Turner?	
  Who	
  replaced	
  him?	
  	
  _________________________________	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
What	
  is	
  African-­‐Americans	
  “hope	
  and	
  expectation	
  for	
  the	
  future?”	
  _____________________	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
Do	
  you	
  think	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  reliable	
  source	
  for	
  explaining	
  what	
  was	
  happening	
  for	
  
Freedmen	
  and	
  women?	
  	
  Explain.	
  	
  __________________________________________________________	
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
   	
  



Document	
  #6	
  
	
  
Effects	
  of	
  the	
  KKK	
  on	
  African-­‐American	
  Legislators	
  
	
  
Excerpt	
  taken	
  from	
  Grant,	
  Donald	
  L.,	
  and	
  Jonathan	
  Grant.	
  The	
  Way	
  It	
  Was	
  in	
  the	
  
South:	
  The	
  Black	
  Experience	
  in	
  Georgia.	
  (Secaucus,	
  NJ:	
  Carol	
  Pub.	
  Group,	
  1993),	
  p.	
  
122.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
Document-­‐Analysis	
  Questions	
  
	
  
Using	
  the	
  above	
  passage,	
  list	
  three	
  ways	
  the	
  KKK	
  were	
  successful	
  in	
  affecting	
  
African-­‐American	
  legislators	
  in	
  Georgia.	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
Why	
  did	
  Democrats	
  want	
  control	
  of	
  the	
  Senate	
  and	
  the	
  House?	
  	
  _______________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
If	
  they	
  lost	
  control,	
  what	
  did	
  they	
  fear	
  would	
  happen?	
  __________________________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
	
  
Note	
  to	
  Teachers:	
  	
  As	
  a	
  concluding	
  exercise,	
  the	
  whole	
  class	
  might	
  engage	
  in	
  a	
  
preliminary	
  discussion	
  of	
  (a)	
  the	
  anti-­‐Reconstruction	
  strategies	
  of	
  the	
  KKK	
  in	
  
Georgia,	
  and	
  (b)	
  the	
  overall	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  KKK	
  on	
  Reconstruction	
  in	
  Georgia.	
  	
  
Then,	
  using	
  these	
  documents	
  as	
  evidence,	
  students	
  would	
  consider	
  why	
  white	
  
southerners	
  were	
  so	
  opposed	
  to	
  Reconstruction,	
  to	
  Radical	
  Republicans,	
  and	
  to	
  
allowing	
  freedmen	
  to	
  hold	
  public	
  office.	
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  *	
  	
  	
  	
  *	
  	
  	
  	
  *	
  	
  	
  	
  *	
  



	
  
Note:	
  	
  This	
  work	
  was	
  produced	
  through	
  an	
  educational	
  collaboration	
  between	
  
Clarke	
  County	
  (GA)	
  School	
  District	
  and	
  the	
  T.R.R.	
  Cobb	
  House	
  Museum.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  


